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Module Aims  

This module will enable students to understand and analyse basic social science research.  It 

aims to introduce and develop students’ understanding of the evidence base, and the 

agencies that generate it, for social work practice. At the core of this module are critical 

assessment of research methodologies, the ideas that underpin them, and the skills of 

analysis and argument that utilise the evaluation of competing evidence. 

Students will have the opportunity to learn the development of skills in information retrieval 

and analysis and as the culmination of this will produce a research proposal that will link to 

their level 6 dissertation module.  Key social work values will be apparent throughout, such as 

anti-oppressive agenda that guides social work research, and the Welsh context through 

which it should be understood.  

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

Key skills for employability 
 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 

KS5 Information management skills 

KS6 Research skills 

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 

KS8 Career management skills 

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 

 management) 

KS10 Numeracy 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 
Demonstrate an understanding of the research process and its 

constituent methodological elements. 
KS5 KS6 

2 
Analyse information and account for a multiplicity of 

perspectives. 

KS3 KS5 

KS6  

3 

Demonstrate an understanding of information technologies for 

the purpose of information searching and  presentation of 

research 

KS1 KS4 

KS5 KS6 

KS10  



   MODULE SPECIFICATION PROFORMA 

 

4 

Have the understanding of what is required to put together a 

research proposal that leads to the level 6 dissertation module. 

 

KS1 KS2 

KS4 KS6 

KS10  

5 

Present an understanding of the impact of research for 

individuals and communities within the context of Welsh social 

work. 

KS3 KS6 

Transferable/key skills and other attributes 

 data analysis;  

 proposal writing;  

 critical thinking 

 

Derogations  

Two attempts only at each assessment 

All assessments must be passed at 40% and above 

This module cannot be trailed to the next level 

 

Assessment:  

Assessment 1 – Essay which provides a critical evaluation of a recent journal article 

accounting for primary research to inform social work practice. 

Assessment 2 – a Research Proposal on a specific area of practice –to  inform level 6 

dissertation studies 

Assessment 

number  

Learning 

Outcomes to 

be met 

Type of assessment 
Weighting 

(%) 

Duration  

(if exam) 

Word count 

(or 

equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 1,2,3,4 Essay 70%  2,000 

2 1,4,5 Research Proposal 30%  1,000 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

This will include interactive lectures, group work, workshops/seminars, e-learning, the use of 

case studies, and the use of visiting speakers (researchers within the Social Sciences). 
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Syllabus outline: 

 Introduction to the module: what is social research?;  

 What has social research got to do with social work/social care?;  

 The research process: methods and methodologies – an overview;  

 Positivism/interpretivism;  

 Quantitative/qualitative methods;  

 Triangulation;  

 Data collection, sampling, data analysis,  

 Ethics and consent; 

 Consideration of different designs; 

 Exploration of the role of individual and carer involvement in the co-production of 
social work knowledge; 

 Evidence-based practice and the ‘research-aware’ social practitioner; 

 Narrative methods;  

 Critical discourse analysis;  

 Action-research;  

 Case studies from social work/social care practice;  

 Research ethics;  

 How to write a research proposal 
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